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From The Editor

This special issue of JIM is devoted to insurance medicine around the world. A separate Editorial introduces
the articles from many countries and comments on the international insurance medical scene.

This attention to the worldly aspects of insurance medicine does not eliminate the need to address the
parochial affairs of J1M, so some editorial changes and some statements about editorial policy are made on
this page.

The Editorial Board has been restructured to include four Associate Editors. They represent four main areas
of insurance medical interest: mortality and morbidity study (Dr. Michael Kita), education (Dr. Jay Smith),
laboratory testing (Dr. Robert Goldstone), and health insurance (Dr. Nigel Roberts). Also they will become
involved in the further development of JIM. This change reflects the thoughtful recommendations of the
ALIMDA Ad Hoc Committee on JIM Policy.

The international members of the Editorial Board of long standing -- Dr. Brackenridge (United Kingdom),
Dr. Hefti (Europe), and Dr.Tsukamoto (Japan) -- will continue to provide JIM with advice and contributions
from their own and other countries; Dr. Brazeau has recently joined this august group, representing Canada.
To effect some streamlining of the Board we have decided not to continue with regional representation from
within the United States. Accordingly we express our thanks to Dr. Key (Southeast) and Dr. Weida (Midwest)
for their great help during the past couple of years. Dr. Chait (West) and Dr. Iacovino (Northeast) will retain
their association with JIM as referees for their specialties -- cardiology and pulmonary diseases. The other
changes are: Dr. Battista (Advisor on CME) and Dr. Pokorski (Mortality and Morbidity Methodology) leave
the Board as their responsibilities are assumed by the new Associate Editors (Drs. Smith and Kita respectively).
Their contributions and advice have been invaluable.

JIM has been attempting to develop a consistent approach to peer review of submitted articles. This has now
reached a stage where JIM’s practice should be stated. Panels of independent reviewers are in place for articles
on actuarial-medical and laboratory subjects. The names of these reviewers will not be specifically listed, but
it should be mentioned that those for actuarial-medical matters are appropriately experienced people from
within the insurance medical community, and those for laboratory matters are clinical pathologists holding
appointments either with insurance companies or with clinical laboratories outside the insurance industry.
For the clinical specialties which play a large part in the practice of insurance medicine a group of referees is
being established; these will be ALIMDA members with appropriate experience and qualifications, and they
will be listed on the masthead page of JIM.

As JIM moves on from the ALIMDA Centennial year it is necessary to change the cover, so we have taken the
opportunity to revise the style throughout the journal. The intent is to make it more attractive and easier to read.

A statement about the editorial policy of JIM is required in the light of some comments recently received at
the Editorial desk. JIM aims to be fair to all who are involved with the practice of insurance medicine and to
give equal opportunity to everyone to report on their work or express their opinions. This is a professional
journal functioning in a competitive marketplace, where it can be perceived as casting a stamp of approval
by publishing the work of an author from one company and not another. No such approval is intended and
it should not be inferred. JIM invites contributions from authors based on their reputation, experience, ability
and willingness to write. Similarly, submissions are always accepted from any source provided that they are
pertinent to insurance medicine, professionally written and not self serving. JIM expects to be judged on the
quality of its contents alone.
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